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EDITORIALS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The Next Meeting of the Association will be held at the National 
Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, S.W.1, on 15th December, at 7 p.m. 

Speaker: A. C. S. Beales, Esq., B.A. Hons. (Lond.), late Inglis 

Scholar, King’s College, University of London. 

Subject: “The Public Library from a Research Student’s Point 

of View.” 

Chairman: C. R. Sanderson, Esq., F.L.A., Librarian. 

Prior to the meeting the Vice-President, on behalf of the 
Association, will present a certificate of Honorary Fellowship to 
Mr. H. A. Sharp, Croydon Public Libraries. 

Light refreshments will be served 6.30-7 p.m., by kind invitation 
of the Library Committee. 


The Junior Section will meet at 7 p.m., when Mr. J. Riches, 
Croydon, will read a Paper on ‘ Book Selection and the Restricted 
Access Question.” 

Other Sessional Arrangements.— 

January 12th, 1927. 7 p.m. 

Speaker: A. T. Austing, Esq., Ilford Public Library. 

Subject : ‘“‘ Fresh Considerations on Book Selection, Cataloguing 

and Classification.” 

Place: Southwark Central Library, Walworth Road, S.E.17. 

Chairman: R. W. Mould, Esq., F.L.A., Chief Librarian. 
February, 9th. 

Dance at Fulham Town Hall, 7-11 p.m. 

March. West Ham Central Library. 
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April 6th. 
Whist Drive at St. Bride Foundation Institute, Fleet Street, E.C.4. 
April 20th. 

Half-day meeting at Chiswick. 

3 p.m. Visit to Chiswick Polish Factory. After a tour of the factory 
members will be entertained to tea by kind invitation of the 
management. 

7 p.m. Chiswick Public Library, Duke’s Avenue, W.4. 

Speaker: P. A. Meachaen, Esq., B.A., Bethnal Green Public 
Library. 

Subject: ‘Some Modern Irish Dramatists.” 

Chairman: Miss M. Gilbert, M.L.A., Borough Librarian. 

May. 
“Whole day excursion. Details in course of arrangement. 
June 8th. 

3 p.m. Visit to the British Museum Library. Members will be 
conducted on a tour of inspection by A. J. K. Esdaile, Esq., 
M.A., Secretary of the Museum. 

7 p.m. Annual Meeting at Westminster Central Library, Bucking- 
ham Palace Road, S.W.1. 

It is hoped to arrange cricket matches during May and June. 


Nominations are invited for the office of Honorary Editor. The 
names of those nominated must be supported by a proposer and a 
seconder and should reach the Hon. Secretary (G. P. Jones), Public 
Library, Bancroft Road, Mile End, E.1, not later than Friday, December 
17th. The names of the candidates will be published in the January 
“Assistant ” and the election, held by show of hands, at the January 
meeting of the Association, vide Rule 5, para (c), which all members 
are advised to read. 


Lianelly.—The Athenaeum Hall has been adapted and altered to 
serve as a public library. Of the total cost of conversion, £10,000, 
£7,150 has been provided by the Carnegie Trust. The new library con- 
tains open access lending library, news and magazine rooms, children’s 
library and reference library. 


The Liverpool Annual Report.—The Annual Reports that have 
been received display on every hand an increasing book demand from 
the public. Many experiments are being undertaken and we are particu- 
larly interested in those disclosed in the report of the Liverpool Public 
Libraries. A reading room is to be established for the particular use of 
the working man. It is expected that the Labour Exchange will be 
connected to this room by telephone so that sudden demands from 
docks and large firms will be immediately made known to those waiting 
for work. It appears to us as a very admirable idea eminently suited to 
the needs of the great towns where casual labourers are in constant 
demand. Following a request from local teachers a children’s library 
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was established in the Scotland Road area, which was without a library 
of any kind. The result has been astounding, this pleasant oasis has 
been more than justified and immediate extension is necessary. 

The Public Libraries of the United States.—In the course of an 
interview by the “‘ Dundee Courier” following his return from America, 
the Honorary Treasurer of the Carnegie Trust, Mr. Gorrie, states : 

“As in Britain, the library movement in America presents great 
local variation, but both city and rural libraries are much better provided 
financially than is the case in this country. This is due, not only to the 
fact that America is wealthy, but also to the fact that library committees 
and staffs are given to organising public support, and do not hesitate to 
employ modern advertising matter in their propaganda to attain this 
end. There are, as in Britain, various qualifications necessary with 
regard to the staff, but the general tendency is to insist on a high standard 
of general education and special training in appointing librarians and 
assistants.” 

It will be seen that stress is laid upon the importance of advertising 
and propaganda. We hope that more librarians will purchase and 
circulate the Publicity leaflets of the Library Association. Assistants 
can help by leaving copies in railway trains, trams, buses, cafés, etc., 
so that others may pick them up and we hope be interested. 

Work of the Council.—At the November meeting of the Council, 
held at the National Library for the Blind on the 3rd, the chair was 
occupied by the Vice-President (Mr. G. F. Vale), and most of the 
business transacted was of a formal character. 

The question of authorities offering inadequate salaries for female 
appointments was considered at some length, and a most encouraging 
report was received from Miss Exley dealing with the Association’s 
Correspondence Classes, which have apparently made a successful start, 
and which should prove an important feature of the Association’s work 
on behalf of assistants. 

The Next Meeting of the Council will be held at the Stepney 
Public Library on Wednesday, December 8th, at 7 p.m. 

School of Librarianship.—The following lectures will be delivered 
at University College at 5.30 p.m. on the dates indicated. These lectures 
are open to the public without fee or ticket. 

December 10th: “‘ The Planning of a Library Building,” by Mr. 
L. Stanley Jast, Chief Librarian of Manchester Public Libraries ; Chair- 
man, The President of the Board of Education, Lord Eustace Percy, 
M.P. December 15th: “ Public Library Architecture,” by Professor 
A. E. Richardson, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. ; Chairman, Mr. E. Guy Dawber, 
P.R.I.B.A. January 19th: “ The Origin of the Book,” by Major 
Cyril Davenport, V.D., F.S.A. (Lantern illustrations). February 2nd : 
“* Special Libraries,” by Major W. E. Simnett. February 16th, February 
28rd, March 2nd: “ How to Identify, Collate, and Describe Old 
Books,” three lectures by Mr. Arundell Esdaile. 
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Library Association: Home Counties Branch.—The following 
is the programme of meetings : 


January 26th, 1927, 6.30 p.m. 

Messrs. Debenhams, Ltd., Welfare Department, Chapel Place, 
Vere Street, Oxford Street, W. . 

Paper: “ The Part of the Library in Welfare Work.” By Miss 
Eleanor T. Kelly, Head of Messrs. Debenham’s Welfare 
Department. 

February 28rd, 1927, 6.30 p.m. 

Joint Meeting with the Association of Special Libraries and 
Information Bureaux. 

Paper: “The Directory of Special Libraries: its scope and 
objects.” By Mr. G. F. Barwick, B.A. 

March 30th, 1927, 6.30 p.m. 

Stoke Newington Public Library. 

Paper: “ The Classification of Fiction for Statistical Purposes.” 
By Mr. R. D. H. Smith, Richmond Public Library. 

April 27th, 1927, 6.30 p.m. 

St. Marylebone Public Library. 

Paper: “ Cataloguing Problems.” By Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, 
Chief Librarian of Croydon. 

May 25th, 1927. 
Fourth Annual Meeting at Croydon. 


Children’s Libraries.—The “‘ Library Journal ” for November Ist 
contains the paper written for the recent A. L. A. celebrations by Mr. 
Sayers on “ Library Work for Children in England.” 

We hope our American cousins will not take it amiss when we say 


we are unable to appreciate the need of translating the paper into 
American English. 


Public Libraries and Censorship.—The “‘ silly season ”’ has come 
to life again. The Daily News we note has carried out an inquisition 
on Public Libraries and the books they do not circulate indiscriminately. 
With the exception of Bernard Shaw and Anthony Hope, the novelist 
contributors to the discussion, and the Daily News, fail to visualise the 
problem that has always confronted librarians. In their endeavour to 
make the libraries of the greatest use to the greatest number, children 
of 12 years and upwards are admitted direct to the shelves. Well, the 
Daily News can solve the problem quite easily. With the admission 
age as it is, would the Daily News tell us whether it would circulate 
freely on the open shelves all the free classics and free non-classics ? 
A plain answer on the lines of that required in the recent Religious 
Enquiry would do admirably. 


We would also like to suggest that the Daily News instead of propa- 
gating airy nothings, should give us concrete proposals and indicate 


Vea! 
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at what age all books should be circulated indiscriminately through 
the public libraries. But they are unlikely to do that; it is much too 
definite. Indefiniteness is the soul of a stunt. 


Mr. W. B. Maxwell in his reply has unconsciously come over on 
to our side on another matter. “‘ I receive so many letters from Public 
Libraries all over the country with polite requests that I should give 
them my books as presents ; and, since these institutions are maintained 
by the rates, this has appeared to me as an unfair competition with the 
ordinary circulating library which pays the market price for every 
volume that it issues to readers.” If by the market price Mr. Maxwell 
means 7s. 6d. for a 7s. 6d. novel, the circulating libraries do not 
pay market prices and the public library does. 

In the next campaign for getting placed on the same footing as the 
circulating library with regard to book purchase we shall have to get 
Mr. Maxwell to testify on our behalf. Obviously he ought to support 
us tooth and nail. 

In conclusion, the Daily News might enquire of the publishers, 
say in six months time, the net sales of the books cited before and after 
November 15th. ee 


PUBLICITY COMPETITION. 


First of all, let me say that I am indebted to the A. A. L. for kindly 
permitting me to offer a prize of One Guinea for the best essay dealing 
with Publicity for Public Libraries ; and, secondly, I wish to express 
my thanks to my colleague, Mr. Sparke, for so kindly offering a second 
prize of half-a-guinea. 

Although the entries have not been numerous they have been 
excellent in quality, and the judges have had some difficulty in placing 
the winners. I may say that I have had the assistance of three members 
of the L. A. Publicity Committee—Messrs. Stephen (Chairman), 
Sparke (one of the donors), and Gurner Jones (representing the A.A.L.). 
I have relied entirely on their judgment in the matter. All placed two 
names in the first two places, and a two to one majority placed them in 
the fcllowing order :— 

First Prize (One Guinea): Miss Edith J. Carnell, Exeter City 

Library. 
Second Prize (Half-a-Guinea): Mr. B. C. Jones, St. Pancras 
Public Libraries. 


To the other competitors I beg to offer thanks for their efforts. 
I agree with Mr. Jones, who says: “ Several of the competitors have 
certainly managed to get a wide and national view of a scheme and have 
provided suggestions as to ways and means which might be worthy of 
consideration.” As Hon. Secretary of the Publicity Committee I can 
assure them that tneir ideas will be very helpful, and will receive the 
fullest consideration by tne Comittee. | WaALtTer A. BRISCOE. 
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NATIONAL PUBLICITY FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES.* 
By Epitu J. CaRNeELL, Exeter City Library. 

A national publicity scheme, like any other enterprise, demands 
for its success efficient organisation and sufficient financial backing. 

As the aim of this particular enterprise is to further the cause of 
public libraries, it should not be difficult to obtain a substantial grant 
from the Carnegie Trustees, and with this aid the profession itself 
should be able to bear the financial burden. 

The organising body must represent the profession and sources 
of money and influence. It should therefore include, if possible, a 
newspaper proprietor, prominent literary men and women, educationists 
representatives of the Carnegie Trustees, and other persons likely to 
be interested in and of service to the campaign. 

Since practically nothing has been done as yet to advertise public 
libraries, the scheme should take the form of a campaign, that is, it 
should cover a definite period, be brought to its culmination, and then 
end. This does not mean that the organising committee would cease 
to exist. There should be a permanent Publicity Committee, but it 
is essential that the first step should be a fairly ambitious one. 


It is suggested that the scheme should consist of three months’ 
campaign from headquarters through the libraries themselves and the 
literary papers, and then one week’s intensive campaign through the 
daily press. 

The part of the Publicity Committee in the three month’s cam- 
paign would be : 

(1) To tabulate and send to every librarian the results of an 
enquiry into means of local publicity. (e.g., through local press, clubs, 
cinemas, schools, Member of Parliament, library bulletins, handbooks, 
exhibitions, lectures, etc.). 

(2) The issue of posters, circulars and leaflets, dealing in an 
attractive manner with books and libraries. These would be sent 
in any quantity if asked for to any library for a small charge to cover 
the cost of printing. 

The success of this part of the campaign would depend on the 
enthusiasm of individual librarians. If they took advantage of the 
opportunity, success would be assured. 


It is in the organisation of the final week’s campaign that the 
big guns of influence on the committee must be brought to bear. The 
following baits in addition to influence, should be sufficient to enlist 
the services of the daily press : 

(1) ‘The week selected should be one in which news is likely to 
be scarce. 





* Awarded First prize in Publicity Competition. 
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(2) The Library Association hold their Conference that week, 

(83) The Prime Minister, or failing him the Minister of Education 

be President that year. 

(4) A number of prominent literary men and women consent to 

be interviewed on the subject of books and libraries. 

(5) The three months’ previous campaign having been successful, 

the subject will be of topical interest. 

It will be objected that Prime Ministers, and even mere Cabinet 
Ministers cannot be had as Presidents for the asking. True. But 
Prime Ministers have been Presidents of far less important bodies than 
the Library Association, and with patience and importunity it should be 

ssible. 

™ If all the above were brought about, as is possible if the committee 
were determined and enthusiastic, the Press would boom public 
libraries, if only for a few days, and the battle would be won. The 
Publicity Committee should always exist, to see that no opportunity 
of advertisement is lost, but if this campaign were successful, the pro- 
fession would be given its great opportunity. To provide the nation 
with that education, information and recreation which it is the especial 
calling of the public libraries of this generation to give. 


SUGGESTED PROGRAMME FOR A NATIONAL PUBLICITY 
CAMPAIGN FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY MOVEMENT.* 

By B. C. Jones, St. Pancras Public Libraries. 


General.—The three principal aspects of an advertising campaign 
are (1) Administration ; (2) Finance; (8) Methods. 

Control_—A national publicity campaign for the advancement of 
the public library movement should be administered by representatives 
of the library profession as a whole. An Executive Committee consisting 
of twelve members—four from Library Authorities, four from the 
Library Association, three from the Association of Assistant Librarians, 
and one from the School of Librarianship, should be formed. The 
President of the Library Association should act as Chairman. The 
co-option of two advertising experts would probably be helpful. For 
local work throughout the country, secretaries could be appointed from 
library staffs. 

Finance——Applications for grants and contributions should be 
made to the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, the professional associa- 
tions, and to all those likely to be interested in the work. 

Methods.—The objects of advertising are first to attract the 
attention, then to rivet the attraction. Advertisements in the Press, 





* Awarded Second prize in Publicity Competition. 
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displayed posters, circulars, and the platform are the usual means of 
securing the desired results. ‘‘ Stunt ” advertisements are obviously 
out of the question in the case under review. Although costly, a series 
of articles contributed to a good newspaper, preferably a weekly such 
as The Observer, would undoubtedly be far-reaching in their effect, 
and would moreover possibly gain ground with the class of people 
that is most difficult at present to impress with the valuable service 
obtainable at public libraries. 


Posters of various designs could be issued to libraries for display, 
and also could be posted on public hoardings where necessary. County 
and Town Councils who own tramway and omnibus undertakings might 
be induced to exhibit posters in their vehicles. 


Circularizing through the post in the usual way would be too 
expensive to carry out adequately. Bookmarks, suitably worded, and 
issued in different editions on the “ follow-up ” principle, could be 
distributed from library counters. One edition should certainly be 
“ Books you Should Read.” This could be a much larger edition than 
the others, and could be put in a special “‘ Please Take One ” box in 
Reading Rooms, and such other public buildings as would provide 
accommodation for them. 


Outlines of talks definitely on Public Libraries and their work 
should be prepared, and arrangements made for their delivery in every 
library, and if possible school, in the country. A panel of lecturers on 
this subject should be prepared, and advertised for engagements on 
public platforms. 


The educational cinematograph companies might be persuaded 
to film Public Libraries and their work. ‘They would probably insert 
a caption in other educational films saying that “ Books on this subject 
may be obtained free at the public library,” as suggested by Mr. Briscoe. 


Conclusion —The writer has often been impressed by the fact 
that there is seldom at night-time any outward sign showing the pres- 
ence of a Public Library. Naturally, an illuminated sign across the 
facade would be the reverse of impressive ; but surely an illuminated 
standard sign-post erected on the pavement would meet the case. 
In some towns, there are guiding-signs on lamp-posts, which is also 
an effective means of both directing the public and advertising the 
existence of the libraries. 


In conclusion, it may be added that all propaganda is abortive 
unless it is backed by good service. Special attention should be paid 
to the staffing of all public departments with the best men available, 
who could give readers the attention they would be led to expect by 
the advertising campaign. Satisfied clients are potential advertising 
mediums, for they will generally recommend others to go where they 
have been well treated themselves. 
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THE TREND OF PUBLIC LIBRARY POLICY.* 
By L. W. Cuuss, Birmingham Public Libraries. 


History may be read in two ways, forward and backward. Before 
considering the possible future trend of public library policy it is neces- 
sary to create an atmosphere, or to use the phrase of a seventeenth 
century writer, “‘ a climate of opinion ” in which the subject may be 
discussed. 

I will endeavour to give a brief historical outline of the public 
library movement, and after consideration of our present stage of 
progress, suggest the possible future development in public library 
policy, and in individual departments of the library service. 

Books, using the word to include written records of some form or 
another, have existed almost since the beginning of the world. The 
history of private libraries is probably as old as the history of books, 
and the existence of private libraries can be traced to the year 3,400 B.c. 

On the other hand public libraries as we understand them to-day, 
are quite modern institutions only taking their place as part of the plan 
of public education a little more than two generations ago. 

There have been earlier libraries open to the public. During the 
Middle Ages many of the monastic libraries were open to all readers, 
but as the reading public in the Middle Ages was a very small proportion 
of the population the fact does not amount to much. 

Parochial libraries were established in several places and at Birm- 
ingham we still preserve as a collection, a library formed about 1650, 
by Dr. Thomas Hall, the well-known divine, for the use of his parish- 
ioners at King’s Norton. 

The collection totals 1,185 vols. 

Dr. Hall was the author of “‘ The Font Guarded,” 1652, the first 
book published in Birmingham. 

Norwich claims to have the oldest public library. It was established 
in 1608 “‘ for the use of the studious,” and had but a brief active life. 
In 1655 a bequest was revoked, the reason being recorded in these 
words “‘ now seeing (to my no small grief) that that library is locked up, 
ministers shut out of it, and that it is never like to be of publique use 
againe, but that the books are devoted to the wormes, dust, and rotten- 
ness, to the dishonour of God, the damage of the ministry, and the 
wrong of the benefactors, the dead, and the living, etc.” 

During the 17th and 18th centuries several literary and scientific 
institutions were established, and these institutions maintained libraries 
in the interest of their members. Consequently during the 18th century 
at least, certain readers in many of the larger towns were able to consult 
reference books and borrow certain works for home reading. 

The movement which led to the establishment of the modern 
public library is historically accepted as issuing from the period of 





* Read before the Midland Division. 
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social unrest, or rather development, which followed the conclusion of 
the Napoleonic wars. This period was the foundation of State-aided 
schemes of public education, the first Treasury grant for public educa- 
tion being sanctioned in 1833. 


Education was recognised as a necessity for the rising generation. 
The adult workman also perceived education to be a necessity for his 
welfare, but his need was not recognised by the State. The educational 
desire of a rising democracy could not await parliamentary action, and 
the keen and sincere desire for means of education among the operatives 
in industrial areas can only be appreciated by a study of the history 
of the successful establishment of Mechanics’ Institutes. The Mechanics’ 
Institutes were created by the operatives themselves, and were kept 
up almost entirely from their own unaided resources. The Institutes 
organised lectures, classes, study circles, debating societies, libraries 
and other educational activities. These institutes mark the real begin- 
nings of adult education in this country. 


The first Mechanics’ Institute was established in Glasgow in 
1828. It was established as a result of a course of free lectures given to 
artisans by George Birkbeck at the Andersonian Institution, and 
Birkbeck was elected the first President. Birkbeck removed to London 
and the following year the London Mechanics’ Institution, now Birk- 
beck College, was started in emulation and speedily some 13,000 work- 
ing men were enrolled as members. The Adult Education Committee 
of the Ministry of Reconstruction, 1919, in their Final report state 
that “ in 1851 it was estimated that there were 610 institutes in England 
with a membership of 600,000.” 


This evening we are only concerned with the record of work in 
the library section. In 1849, one year before the passing of the first 
Library Act, four-hundred Mechanics’ Institutes had between 300,000 
and 400,000 volumes with an annual circulation of more than a million. 
These Mechanics’ Institutes were the immediate fore-runners of the 
public library. 

The campaign which led to the passing of the first public library 
Act opened in 1844 at a meeting in Manchester, called to consider 
the means of improving the popular taste. The meeting was presided 
over by Richard Cobden. Joseph Brotherton, the member for 
Salford, laid the proposals carried at the meeting before William 
Ewart, an old parliamentary hand. Ewart presided over the 1849 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, and the information, 
collected by the Committee led to the passing of the first Library Act 
in the following year. Ewart found an energetic and well-informed 
co-adjutor in Edward Edwards, a supernumerary assistant in the British 
Museum. Edwards was the principal witness before the 1849 Select 
Committee and a special vote of thanks for his services was appended 
to their Report. 
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Edwards stated in evidence that there were 883 libraries of not 
less than 10,000 volumes open to every one on the Continent, and about 
100 in the United States. During the debate on the second reading 
of the Bill, Edwards’ statistics were proved to be open to question, but 
his evidence proved him to be a thinker of practical politics ahead of 
his time, and a brilliant visionary. Edwards desired to see libraries 
established on a scale which would enable them to fulfil a very definite 
function in promoting the intellectual life of all classes, whether 
resident in towns or in county areas. 


He failed to see libraries of the type he desired established and the 
limited outlook of the early promoters of the library schemes, an outlook 
always directed with eyes set towards the artisan class only, has been 
the greatest factor in effecting slow motion in the development of 
public library policy. 

This limited outlook is clearly shown in speeches made by the 
early advocates and supporters of the public library movement. I will 
give you extracts from just two of the speeches made in the House of 
Commons when the first Public Library Bill was under discussion. 


Joun Bricut: “ Nothing would tend more to the preservation 
of order than the diffusion of the greatest amount of intelligence, and 
the prevalence of the most complete and open discussion amongst all 
classes.” 

JosEPH BROTHERTON : “ £2,000,000 a year is paid for the punish- 
ment of crime, yet honourable gentlemen object to tax themselves 
4d. in the £ for the prevention of crime. It was of little use to teach 
people to read unless you afterwards provided them with books to which 
they might apply the faculty they had so acquired. He was satisfied 
that expenditure upon this object would be productive not only of 
immense moral good, but of very material public economy in the long 
run.” 

Manchester Public Libraries were opened to the public in 1852, 
before an important and representative gathering and culling the 
declared object of the institution from speeches made on the occasion 
we find that Charles Dickens welcomed its advent “as a great free 
school bent on carrying instruction to the poorest hearths.” Thackeray 
pictured the Lancashire mechanic reading Carlyle, Dickens and Bulwer 
—John Bright looked forward to the time when the farmer and the 
country labourer would have a library service. 


The 1919 Adult Education Committee in their Third Interim 
Report, publish 2 Memorandum prepared by the Library Association 
at their request and in referring to the partial and unequal development 
of the public Library system of to-day the Memorandum states, “ it 
is probably due to the want of foresight of the original promoters of 
the movement, who assumed that the institutions would appeal only 
to the artisan classes of large centres of population and allowed the 
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legislature to restrict the expenditure of public money to the product 
of a penny rate. This might have been adequate for the municipal 
continuation of the mechanics’ institute type, but is quite insufficient 
for the modern public library.” 


The idea of public libraries being of value to all classes, from the 
highest to the lowest in the intellectual scale, does not appear to have 
presented a vivid picture to the imagination of any of the founders other 
than Edwards. Edwards pressed this potential value in his evidence 
before the Select Committee. He also made an interesting point when 
he emphasised that while England was so poor in libraries open to the 
public in comparison with other countries, England was unrivalled in 
its private collections. His comparison in favour of Continental libraries 
was justified as scholars seeking material often were driven abroad to 
Continental libraries. Gibbon records that he was better provided 
when living in Switzerland and France than in his own country. Buckle 
later on and still later Lecky and Acton, had to seek material in Contin- 
ental libraries. 


The Act of 1850 was a timid measure and only authorised money 
to be spent on the upkeep of buildings, no provision being made for 
the purchase of books. The Act only applied to England and Wales, 
but was extended to Scotland and Ireland in 1858, the extension act 
only remaining in force for one year as in 1854 a general Act for Scotland 
was placed on the Statute Book, followed in 1855 by a general Act for 
Ireland. 


Following the passing of the 1850 Act, nineteen boroughs adopted 
the Act before 1860, although in some cases years elapsed before a 
library came into being. Kidderminster was one of the pioneer authori- 
ties, adopting the Act in 1854. Birmingham adopted the Act in 1860. 


After 1850 there is quite a succession of amending and extending 
Acts until in 1892 a consolidation Act was deemed necessary. This 
Act amended or extended in 18938, 1898 and 1901, remained the princi- 
pal Act until the Act of 1919. 


At the time of the 1919 Act it was estimated that two-fifths of the 
population of the British Isles were outside the scope of library areas. 
The new Act gave power to County Councils to become library authori- 
ties and under this provision the excellent system of rural libraries has 
developed. The establishment of rural libraries has a most important 
bearing on development in library policy. 

Another anomaly removed by the 1919 Act was the limit placed 
on the amount of the rate authorised to be levied for library purposes. 
Previous to this date, library authorities had been limited in the amount 
authorised to be raised for expenditure on library purposes. The 
earliest limit was $d. in the £, but the 1890 Act authorised voters to 
fix the maximum at one half-penny or three-farthings or one penny. 
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The 1892 Act made a Statutory maximum limit of 1d. in the £. 
Agitation was continuous to secure an increase in the maximum limit 
but no further action was taken until the abolition of the legal limit 
by the 1919 Act. The change in monetary value after the European 
War was a factor in securing the removal of the rate limit. 


The public library system of this country would be very far below 
its present standard if power to exceed the 1d. rate limit had not been 
secured by certain authorities. To secure the removal of the statutory 
limit it was necessary to obtain special powers through a Private Act, 
a somewhat costly procedure. By 1919 forty-one authorities in England, 
two in Wales, four in Scotland, and three in Ireland, had obtained the 
necessary powers. 

Another factor which has contributed to efficiency has been private 
generosity of many donors, the largest benefactions being those of 
Passmore Edwards (principally in the London District), and Andrew 
Carnegie, and since his death through the Trust established under the 
terms of his Will and known as the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. 


The earliest public libraries were open free to the general public 
and from the commencement have worked upon a principle which 
recognises no sect, no party and in fact no distinction of any kind, 
existing solely for the welfare of the community at large. 

All the work of public libraries, however, is, and always has been, 
strictly conditioned by the product of the library rate. The promoters 
of the public library movement saw an organisation of benefit to the 
artisan section of the community and very little more. During the 
continued advancement of education, in the last century, the history 
of libraries shows a corresponding increase in the demand made on 
their resources. This continuous and ever-increasing demand was met 
by public libraries as well as they were able from their limited income. 


Most authorities provided a lending library, a reference library, 
and a newsroom, sometimes a general room, and sometimes with 
special provision for women. Of more recent years authorities who had 
secured a removal of the rate limit established Children’s Reading 
Halls and organised certain special features, known as extension work, 
such as Lectures, Reading Circles, etc. In many areas school library 
systems have been established, but most often with the Education 
Committee meeting the financial obligations. 

I will not dwell on the public library of to-day, as you are all 
aware of the type of work performed by an individual public library. 
I will proceed to consider the governing policy to-day and possible 
developments. 

Each library, or system of libraries (as in large towns it is usual 
to maintain a central and several branch libraries) is controlled by an 
individual authority, authorised to act as a library authority by one or 
other of the many public library Acts. 
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Each authority is doing its best (we will ignore any possible 
black sheep) to maintain efficient libraries, for the use of their immediate 
public. Unfortunately the limit placed on the authorised income has 
been responsible for the creation of many libraries which are little 
more than libraries in name. In more fortunate areas libraries of 
considerable efficiency are in being and are contributing a great deal 
to the welfare of the citizen to-day. 


The difference mainly responsible for unequal development has 
disappeared by the abolition of the rate limit in 1919. The 1919 Act 
signalled the opening of a new era in the public library movement. 


The greatest weakness of the public library system to-day is the 
inequality of the service provided for the citizen of the large towns 
compared with the service provided for the dweller in less populous 
areas. This is far from an ideal state of things and as far as possible, the 
opportunity for enlightenment should be equally at the service of every 
citizen wherever he may be resident. 


With the establishment of rural library systems, a public library 
serviceof one form or another extends throughout the length and breadth 
of the land. The chain has been established, true with many weak 
places, but nevertheless whole, and the future policy will be directed 
to increasing the efficiency of this chain of libraries. 


Individual libraries as they exist to-day all have one object in view, 
although they work independently and, to some extent, with a conse- 
quent waste of energy. The immediate future will see the stress hitherto 
laid upon individual action, submerged into sympathetic co-operation, 
and the establishment of a great national system of libraries. 


True, each library is maintained by ratepayers of one area, but 
to-day civic responsibility is recognised as a delegation of powers to be 
developed with a definite view of assisting to secure the welfare of the 
nation at large. To-day we have a larger view of our relations with our 
neighbour and to others in the world. It is only in a wider recognition 
of this larger interpretation of life, the relation of one’s part to the whole 
social structure, that everyday life and everyday tasks can be idealised. 
Shallow conceptions must inevitably bring shallow results. Chasing 
one’s tail is an old fashion pastime. 

Quoting from Dr. Guppy’s presidential address to the Library 
Association this year, ““To pave the way to the essential spirit of unity 
we must rid our minds of the idea that any library can be self-efficient. 
We cannot stand in splendid isolation the one from the other.” 


The Carnegie Trustees in their last report state that ‘‘ the next 
five years will almost certainly witness the equally natural, and indeed, 
inevitable, growth of systematic co-ordination between libraries of every 
kind, so that the resources of the community will become in a real 
sense accessible to all.” 
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Whether co-operation will be supervised by a central government 
body is a much debated question. Governments to-day recognise the 
educational value of public library work. The Soviet Government of 
Russia in a decree issued in January this year with relation to libraries 
state “ that the great work of the political education of the masses must 
naturally fall to their share.” 

Our own government has of late years shown a much more active 
interest in the organisation of libraries and their value as agencies for 
adult education. The Board of Education are the interested Department 
and at the present moment we await the Report of a Departmental 
Committee of the Board of Education which has been, or still is, 
enquiring into the adequacy of the library provision “ already mad: 
under the Public Libraries Acts and the means of extending and 
completing such provision throughout England and Wales, regard being 
had to the relation of the libraries conducted under those Acts to other 
public libraries conducted and to the general system of national educa- 
tion.” 

The report of this Committee is eagerly awaited as it should throw 
very considerable light on future library policy. I could quote from 
many sources to establish the point that co-operation between existing 
libraries will be the key-note of the public library policy in the immediate 
future. I do not, because I feel this statement will be accepted. Co- 
operation will throw a big field of development open to the smaller 
libraries and the general public library movement will go forward in 
huge bounds. I believe we are on the verge of great developments. 


(To be continued) 





A MANUAL OF CLASSIFICATION. 
A Review of Mr. Berwick Sayers’ New Book.* 
By F. S. Smitn, Bethnal Green Library. 

As soon as Mr. Sayers’ new book arrived there were excited requests for 
it from most of my colleagues on the staff, and it was only by urging the superior 
claims of this journal that I was able “ to bag ” it before any one else. I have not 
read much of the theory of classification since I took the L. A. examination 
before the War, so that I have been able to approach this manual in much 
the same frame of mind as the student will approach it. 

At the outset, there can be no doubt that I am stating the truth when I say 
that every future candidate for examination in classification will be enormously 
indebted to Mr. Sayers for the able way in which he has extracted the essentials 
of his subject from some hundreds of books and articles. For the first time, he 
has given librarians and students a coherent account in one volume, of the 
science of classification from the fundamental theories which are its backbone, 
to the problems of practical application which occur in the lending library. 

This is no mean achievement, and Mr. Sayers’ book will probably rank 
next in importance to Brown’s Manual. It will be particularly valuable to 
assistants in the provinces, where the opportunities for personal tuition are 
rarer than in London. 





* A Manual of Classification, by W. C. Berwick Sayers. (Grafton, 30s.). 
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It was perhaps inevitable that since the first section, which deals with 
the theory of classification, consists mainly of the author’s lectures at the 
School of Librarianship, that the lecturer’s form of address should be retained ; 
even, as the author himself states, ‘‘ at the expense it maybe, of literary quality.” 
Nevertheless, a sentence such as the following (which occurs, by the way, in 
the third and last section) will probably irritate other readers beside myself : 
“This may be so; but I have no desire to be dogmatic about the matter. I 
merely want you to realize the nature of the arguments in favour of and against 
uniformity.” Mr. Sayers here retains the didactic tone of the schoolmaster, 
which must have been far from his intention. In the face of his achievement, 
however, this is a very small matter. 


I personally found the theory section by far the most exciting of the three 
parts into which the Manual is divided. Herein the reader will find the canons 
on which are reared all scientific schemes of classification, set out, explained, 
illustrated and elucidated. The definitions of the terms, etc., are logical and 
lucid, but certain small points might have been made more clear. For example, 
the rule which deals with the terms “ extension” and “ intension ” is one 
which many beginners find difficult to grasp. An insistence on the fact that the 
more an object is described, the more we know about it, and consequently, 
the less its extension and the greater its intension, would, I think, materially 
assist the student, who is easily fogged by the bare logical explanation, involving 
as it does terms such as “‘ connotation,” “ denotative,”’ etc. One or two examples 
from common everyday experience, followed by a bibliographical example, 
make the rule quite clear, e.g., a man, a black man, a black man with a scar, a 
black man with a scar whose name is James Wait. The bibliographical example 
is important, otherwise the rule seems academic, and its practical bearing on 
actual classification is lost. In one or two other instances more attention might 
have perhaps been given with advantage to ordinary concrete examples. The 
tendency is to fly rather too often to botany for illustrations of canons. Now 
botany to 99°9 per cent. of librarians is a very abstract science; moreover 
its terminology is complicated, unpronounceable, and difficult to spell correctly. 
For instance, on page 59 the only example Mr. Sayers gives of a hierarchy is : 

BOTANY 

General orders 
Cryptogams (Acotyledons) 
Phanerogams (Cotyledonous) 
Gymnosperme 
Coniferales 
Coniferze 
Pines 
Weymouth Pine 


This is a beautiful example, and it is true that any student who deserves 
to pass his examination would eventually, having read through the other chapters, 
be able to make other and more familiar hierarchies for himself, but my own 
experience has been that beginners are needlessly bewildered by strange terms 
which are difficult to memorize. 


One can have nothing but praise for the admirably clear explanations 
of the chief systems of classification which are given in the second section. 
Only those who have tried to describe such complicated details as most schemes 
involve can know how difficult it is to give an account in plain language without 
omitting essential information. This section is greatly enhanced in value by 
folding sheets giving the main classes of the great schemes. Mr. Sayers is 
thoroughly up-to-date in his information, for he gives a reference to Professor 
Pollard’s admirable paper on the Decimal Classification of the Institut Inter- 
national, which was read before the 1925 Conference of A. S. L. I. B. I was 
disappointed, however, to find no reference to Mr. McColvin’s excellent tables 
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for the classification of music which appeared in his book Music in Libraries. 
These tables are constructed to take the notation of either the Subject or the 
Dewey Decimal Schemes, and they appear to me to be such a distinct advance 
on the music sections of both these systems, that they certainly deserve great 
attention and consideration. 


My personal experience having been greater with the Subject Classification 
than with any other, I naturally turned with greater interest to the chapter 
which deals with Brown’s Scheme. 


Mr. Sayers has undoubtedly laid his finger on the weak spot in this scheme 
when he says that in his opinion “ the index is the most defective part of the 
system.” Unless the classifier knows the tables very thoroughly and is very 
wide-awake, it is the easiest thing in the world to be misled. In any case, unless 
one knows the terminology of most of the arts and sciences, much time is wasted 
in searching for specific headings ; for the tables, I find, are most difficult to 
memorize. Mr. Sayers says that the categorical "number *33 (description) as 
opposed to ‘10 (history) is really unnecessary ; for, to take his own example, 

‘ if travel in Germany is simply marked $600 all other standpoints are clearly 
shown by the categorical numbers and are so divided from Travel.” This in 
actual practice is not so. It can readily be seen by referring to Brown’s Select 
Catalogue of the Islington Libraries, that he made convenient use of unqualified 
numbers such as $600, by placing thereat all general works embracing history 
and travel, while works with the definite standpoints of history, — history, 
description, etc., were distinguished by the usual numbers, °10 ; ; and °33, 
respectively. The kind of general works placed at the unqualified pad he is now 
very common, all of the volumes in Pitman’s Countries and Peoples Series being 
some which occur to me on the spur of the moment. 


Mr. Sayers gives the further example of $725°10 and S725°33 as an illus- 
tration of a possible division of books on Berlin into histories and descriptions 
of that city. In all those cases when Brown gave places to cities, towns, counties, 
etc., he headed them in black type, “‘ Local history and description, ” and most 
librarians in practice take this to mean, I believe, that no division is recom- 
mended. At all events, as most of the books which are placed at these numbers 
are guides books, #.e., mixtures of history and description, it is convenient to 
assume that such was the intention. 


Mr. Sayers does not, of course, attempt to discuss the schemes with the 
detail that a criticism of particular sections involves, for that would easily run 
his book into two volumes. There is a great need for a practical handbook to 
the Subject Classification however, for unlike the Decimal system, catalogues 
illustrating the normal interpretation of headings are very few. Had he lived 
long enough, Brown intended to make the third edition include such explanations 
and elucidations. Did he really mean one to place a practical book on electric 
bells at C739°226 one asks oneself? The main heading C730 is Percussion 
Instruments, C738 is the Tambourine, while C740 is Campanology. Technical 
books for the electrician are obviously out of place, indeed ludicrously so, 
amongst a music collection ; yet the introduction emphatically states that ‘‘ the 
one place number is the Index number . . Thus, the number of Coffee in the 
Index is E917, and at this place must be collected everything relating to coffee, 
regardless of standpoint, form, or other qualification.” (I live in hopes of seeing 
Bach’s Coffee Cantata placed here by an enthusiastic assistant.) Brown chose 
a fortunate example, but the Index number for electric bells certainly violates 
the canon which Mr. Sayers so wisely stresses : ‘‘ Place a book where it will be 
most useful.” One has only to consult the “Select Catalogue and Guide’’ to see 
how ill at ease Allsop’ s Electric Bell Construction is, among its highbrow com- 
panions, Berlioz’ Instrumentation and Kappey’s Tutor for Drums. 
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What a pity it is, too, that Brown arranged his tables for English History 
so illogically. U300 to U365 is the history of England to 1603, then we get 
U400 to U993 England—Local history and description, followed by V000 to 
V039 Scotland—History up to 1603, V100 to V398 Scotland—Local history 
and description, and then V500 to V690 United Kingdom—History, general 
and to date. On the shelves this separation creates an appalling muddle. It 
would have surely been much better and more logical to deal with the history 
first and then the local numbers afterwards. 

But I have stayed too long over this section, and have left myself with little 
space to discuss the third and final part of Mr. Sayers’ book. It deals with the 
practical application of the schemes to books, and to the various methods of 
display and guiding in catalogues and on book cases. Mr. Sayers has had so 
much experience of this at his libraries at Croydon, that it is doubtful if a more 
competent instructor in these matters could be found. 

I have found only three misprints—page 104 has 0300 for D300, and page 
161 has “one fo” meaning “one for,” and page 193 has “ cables”? for 
“tables.” If a second edition should be called for, and it certainly should, I 
would suggest that a glossary of the terms used in classification would be greatly 
appreciated by students, for there is nothing so clarifying as a good definition ; 
it gives one’s brain something to hang on to when one is whirling in a sea of 

* connotations.” “‘ denotations.”’ “‘ predicables,”’ etc. 

By his industry and skill, Mr. Sayers has placed us all in his debt; and 
I suggest that the best way of thanking him is to ensure that a second edition of 
his Manual be required by this time next year. 


BOOKS OF THE MONTH. 
(A selection of Books which may have escaped attention). 


Bradley (A. G.) Exmoor Memories. (Methuen, 10s. 6d.) 

Bruneti¢re (Ferdinand). Développement des Genres. (Hachette.) 
“That great and, in the true sense, epoch-making piece of criticism, 
Brunetiére’s Développement des Genres . . Criticism as we understand i it now, 
criticism as a branch of ee is the nineteenth century’s creation; and 
chiefly Brunetiére’s.”—¥. S. Phillimore to the English Association. 

Castro (J. Paul de). The Gordon Riots. (Oxford Univ. Press, 18s.) 

Davies (W. H.). The Adventures of Johnny Walker, Tramp. 


(Cape, 7s. 6d.) 
This volume is a re-editing of two earlier works, Beggars and The True 
Traveller. 


Drake (Sir Francis). ‘The World Encompassed. Ed. by N. M. PEnzEr. 
(Argonaut Press, 24s.) 


A beautiful reprint of the famous documents relating to Drake’s voyages. 
The format is so good that one is compelled to read the book. The best 
testimony I can give is to quote what was said to me by a reader in the 
Bethnal Green Reference Library, as he handed in the volume before 
leaving: ‘“‘ That’s a lovely book, and no mistake. I can _ hardly 
tear myself away from it to have my dinner.” 


Fry (Roger). Vision and Design. 1923. (Chatto and Windus, 7s. 6d.) 
An extraordinarily stimulating book of criticism, which every reader who 
is excited by vigorous thought well expressed, will dip into more than once. 
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Garrod (H. W.). Keats. (Oxford Univ. Press, 5s.) 
‘** Mr. Garrod is nowhere at his happiest with Keats . . . (He) is unfortunate 
in his treatment of Keat’s conclusions.” —Times ‘Literary Supplement. 
“With sound and careful scholarship go qualities almost equally Fare, 
and this little volume . . . is indispensable for the student of Keats.” —E. 
E. Kellett, in “The New Statesman.” 


Gibson (Wilfrid). Collected Poems, 1905-1925. (Macmillan, 8s. 6d.) 
Guillaume (Paul) and Munro (Thomas). Primitive Negro Sculpture. 
(Cape, 25s.) 

Hakluyt (Richard). A Selection of the Principal Voyages and Discover- 
ies of the English Nation. (Heinemann, 10s. 6d.) 
A well-produced volume with fine drawings by Laurence Irving. 

Holcroft (Thomas). Memoirs. (Oxford Univ. Press. 2s.) 
Another famous book added to the World’s Classics Series. 

Jackson (Holbrook). William Morris. (Cape, 5s.) 
A reprint of a good piece of criticism made some years ago. 

Maclver (R. M.) The Modern State. (Oxford Univ. Pr., 21s.) 


Every review of this book that I have read has praised it and its predecessor 
Community so highly, that I do not think that there can be any doubt of its 


value. 
Massingham (H. J.) Downland Man. (Cape, 21s.) 
Ostrovsky (Alexander). Enough Stupidity in a Wise Man : a comedy. 
1924. (Brentano, 8s. 6d.) 


The author, who translated The Taming of the Shrew into Russian, is famous 
chiefly for his play The Storm, which is thought by Edward Garnett to be 
“one of the deepest and simplest psychological analyses of the Russian 
soul ever made.” The Storm is now out of print, but the play noted above 
is a good representative comedy, written in 1860. 
Polo (Marco). Travels. With an intro. by John Masefield. 
(Dent, 7s. 6d.) 
Rostovtzeff (M.). The Social and Economic History of the Roman 


Empire. Illus. (Oxford Univ. Pr., 45s.) 
A huge volume of nearly 700 pages, giving a very detailed account of the 
social life of the Romans. ‘“ Will probably rank among the most notable 
contributions to the subject since Gibbon.”—Professor A. ¥. Toynbee 


Sackville-West (V.) The Land: a poem. (Heinemann, 6s.) 
Sitwell (Sacheverell). All Summer in a Day: an autobiographical 
fantasia. (Duckworth, 16s.) 
Vollard (Ambroise). Paul Cezanne : his life and art. Trans. by H. N. 
Van Doren. 1925. (Brentano.) 


“ When the time comes for the complete appreciation of Cézanne, Vollard’s 
book will be the most important document existing—it should ‘become a 
classic biography.”—Roger Fry, in ‘‘ Vision and Design,’’ 1917. 
Waxman (S. M.) Antoine and the Théatre-Libre. 

(Camb. Univ. Pr., 12s. 6d.) 
Antoine was intimately associated with Henri Becque, whose plays I 
noted last month. ‘‘ This book on the great French actor-manager and 
forerunner is one of the most illuminating that has been written on the 
modern theatrical situation.”—Gordon Craig. 

F.S. S. 
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THE DIVISIONS. 


MIDLAND DIVvISION. 


The second meeting of the Session was held at Kidderminster on Wednes- 
day, October 13th, 1926. Thirty-two members assembled at the Kidderminster 
Public Library at 2 p.m., where we were received by the Borough Librarian. 
Having inspected the alterations carried out during the summer, we proceeded 
to St. Mary’s Church, and after looking over it, formed four parties to visit 
carpet factories, by the kind invitation of Messrs. Brintons, Ltd., Messrs. 
Tomkinson and Adam, the Carpet Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and Messrs. 
Woodward and Grosvenor. 


The afternoon passed quickly in a series of interesting tours conducted 
through the various departments by guides, whose skilful direction made the 
experience as interesting, as it was to many of us, unique. 


Feeling that we had acquired all technical knowledge necessary for making 
a carpet, at 4.30 p.m. we assembled at the Oxford Café for tea, by the kind 
invitation of Mr. Councillor J. E. Grosvenor, Chairman of the Kidderminster 
Library Committee. 


A very cordial welcome was extended to us by Alderman T. Pensotti, J.P., 
on behalf of the Town Council and the Library Committee. 


Mr. Baillie intimated apologies from Councillor J. E. Grosvenor, Ald. R. 
S. Brinton, Councillor G. S. Tomkinson, who sent good wishes for a successful 
meeting. 


‘The Chairman (Mr. Lindsay) and Mr. Patrick expressed our thanks to the 


Chairman of the Free Library Committee (Councillor J. E. Grosvenor) for his 
hospitality. 


Tea was followed by a meeting in the lounge of the Oxford Café. When 
business had been concluded, Mr. Chubb (Librarian, Technical Library, Birm- 
ingham) read a paper on “ The Trend of Public Library Policy.” 


Mr. Chubb gave an historical sketch of the rise and growth of public 
libraries, outlining their present position. He suggested probable future develop- 
ments of library service, taking for his slogan, ‘“‘Any. book, anywhere, any time.” 


More satisfactory ways and means of providing for the needs of the “‘ serious 
reader ” must be considered. Only by a truly national outlook can the present 
inequalities of library provision be removed. 


Mr. Chubb suggested a highly organised system of inter-library co- 
operation, whereby one large library would become a main reservoir library, 
with several large libraries acting as reservoir libraries under this main one, 
each for an area, and so on down to the smallest library. 


The present large libraries would provide the basis for the commencement 
of any scheme of co-ordination, for the utilisation of libraries’ stocks for the 
benefit of the “‘ serious reader.” 


In lending libraries all classes must be served, open access imperative and 
less rigid restrictions on borrower’s rights were desirable. 


In reference libraries semi-open access was best ; attention must be given 
to the post-university students. 


Children demanded separate attention ; and reading rooms had received 
too great an attention in the past. 
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A discussion followed, in which Messrs. Woodbine, Burton, Baillie and 
Cashmore joined. They congratulated Mr. Chubb on his paper. Among 
the points raised were : That the library rate was too small in comparison with 
the education rate, to which it was really correlated ; that reference libraries in 
small and in large libraries performed different work ; and that they now 
awaited the report of the commission now sitting. This would, most probably, 
institute great changes, the library movement being felt to be on the verge 
of great developments. 

Mr. Chubb replied. 

Mr. Woodbine proposed and Mr. Burton seconded thanks to the various 
carpet factories concerned, to Ald. Pensotti for presiding at tea and for his 
cordial address, to Mr. Baillie for his excellent arrangements, and to Mr. Chubb 
for his admirable paper. Mr. Baillie expressed gratitude for the thanks accorded 
and hoped we would all retain pleasant memories of our visit. 

B. 


NorTH-WESTERN DIVISION. 


The Annual Meeting of the Division was held in Manchester on Wed- 
nesday, October 13th, 1926. The party assembled at the Reference Library, 
where an exhibition of drawings, etc., illustrating the “ Story of a Library 
Book ” was particularly appreciated by the members. The party then proceeded 
to the Newton Heath Glassworks of Messts. Butterworth Bros. Here two parties 
were formed and each under the guidance of a member of the firm, made a tour 
of the many and various departments. The intricate processes of moulding, 
blowing, cutting, polishing, etc., provided a very interesting and instructive 
couple of hours. 

he party returned to Lomas’s Café where a very welcome tea had been 
provided by the Manchester Public Libraries Committee. 

The meeting was held in the Crumpsall District Library (by kind permis- 
sion of Mr. L.S. Jast, Chief Librarian, Manchester), the retiring President (Mr. 
W. A. Phillips, Liverpool) in the Chair. The Annual Report was adopted 
and the following officers appointed : 


President: Mr. H. Fostatt (Manchester) 
Treasurer: Mr. H. Hamer (Bolton) 
Hon. Secretary: Mr. R. Howartu (Warrington). 


Council : 


Bolton Division: Miss D. McClardy, Messrs. G. R. Axon, W. G. Fry, 
T. L. Yates, H. Hamer, J. Hindle, T. Noble. 

Liverpool Division: Messrs. J. A. Carr, B. Clausson, R. Cochran, J. T. 
Evans, E. C. Wickens, R. Bioletti, T. J. Law, W. A. Phil lips. 

The new President then took the Chair and delivered his Presidential 
Address, which took the unusual (but very enjoyable) form of a description of a 
walk along the “ Pilgrim’s Way ” in Kent. 

Votes of thanks to the President for his address, to Messrs. Butterworth 
Bros., to the Manchester Public Libraries Committee, and to Mr. Jast, and the 
Manchester staff were carried with acclamation. 

Annual Report. 

The Council beg to submit the following report for the year 1925-26 : 

Membership.—The present membership is 160 against 152 last year, an 
increase of 8. 

Divisional Meetings——October 7th: Annual Meeting at Liverpool ; 
December 16th : Meeting at Eccles ; February 17th: Meeting at Warrington ; 
April 21st: Meeting at Port Sunlight and Bebington. Full reports of the 
meetings and digests of papers have appeared in the Library Assistant. 












“ 





229 


Liverpool Branch Meetings—November 27th: Evening meeting at the 
Scotland Road Juvenile Library, Liverpool ; March 19th: Evening meeting at 
the Waterloo Public Library. 

Social Activities—November 6th: Visit to the Empire Theatre, “ St. 
Joan”; December 18th : Christmas Social at the Reference Library ; January 
15th : Visit to the Playhouse, ‘‘ The Windmill Man”; March 12th: Visit to 
the Empire Theatre, ‘‘ Chauve-Souris.” 

Education During the year the Council have had under consideration the 
scheme of Correspondence Courses arranged by the General Council, and 
approved of the scheme which was fully reported in the September Library 
Assistant. 

Under the auspices of the Liverpool and District Branch classes were held, 
by kind permission of the Director of Education, in the Central Technical 
School, Liverpool, on the following subjects : 


Subject. Tutor— Students. 
Library Routine ... ..«» Mr. R. Cochran ne om 14 
Cataloguing saa ... Mr. W. A. Phillips .. Re ll 
Classification pi oo. =Maecoeve. F. J. Boardman and 
E. C. Wickens ... ee 19 
Literary History ... .. Mr. W. Wilson aaa on 9 


Finance.—Bolton and District Branch: Balance in hand, £1 18s. 3d.; 
Liverpool District Branch: Balance in hand, £8 7s. Od. 

Personal.—Mr. William Threlfall, the Hon. Secretary, resigned his post 
during the year on his appointment to ’the Chief Librarianship of the Stretford 
Public Libraries. The Council conveyed on behalf of the Division its heartiest 
congratulations to Mr. Threlfall on his appointment, that our best wishes 
go with him in his new sphere, and that our heartiest thanks be recorded for 
his past services. Mr. Reginald Howarth, of the Warrington Public Libraries, 
was appointed his successor. 

Acknowledgements.—The Council on behalf of the Division would like to 
express, once more, very sincere thanks to the civic authorities, librarians, 
speakers, and friends, who have contributed to the success of our meetings 
during the past year. 

Signed on behalf of the Council, 
W. A. Puivuips, President. 
REGINALD HowartTH, Hon. Secretary. 


YORKSHIRE DIVISION. 


A Meeting of the Division was held at Halifax on October 13th, by kind 
permission of Mr. E. Green, Chief Librarian. 

Bishop Frodsham, in welcoming the representative gathering, said that 
the public libraries were becoming every year more indispensable servants 
of the community. The enormous multiplication of books made it necessary 
even for important private libraries to curtail their interests. ‘The Bishop 
said he was a trustee of a valuable library at one of the great London Clubs, 
and for many years he and his fellow trustees had been obliged to curtail their 
activities by specialising in heraldry and genealogy. The public libraries were 
becoming the only places where large and comprehensive libraries could be 
stored. He (the Bishop) gratefully acknowledged the assistance he had received 
from public libraries, particularly the libraries of Halifax and Gloucester, which 
were models of accuracy, courtesy, and promptness. 

The delegates spent the afternoon inspecting the Parish Church, Mr. 
T. W. Hanson explaining the features of the building. Great interest was 
taken in the library in the Vicar’s vestry, comprising some of the oldest printed 
— next to those of Caxton, still bearing traces of the chains that once held 
them 
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Tea was partaken of at the Education Offices by kind invitation of the 
Public Libraries Committee, after which a discussion was opened by Mr. T. 
W. Muskett, Huddersfield, entitled ‘‘ Wanted—a Library Policy.” 

Mr. Muskett said there was no profession in such a backward state as the 
librarian’s profession. It was essential that they should take the library question 
out of local hands, and have a general policy. He instanced the differing policies 
with regard to selection of books, open access, etc. 

The best plan was to nationalise libraries, and put them under a central 
department instead of a local body. Under a national scheme the smaller 
libraries would be absorbed in the county library, and would be provided for 
out of the county grant. If they could not get a Ministry of Libraries they could 
have a special department of the Ministry of Education. 

Public Libraries should be graded, and librarians paid a grant according to 
turnover of issues. This payment by results would bring out far more initiative 
and efficiency than under the present system. Libraries would then be made 
into real civic institutions, and not just places to be shown in civic week along 
with the destructor and gasworks. 

The library stock should be selected by a committee and not by officials, 
and in this connection Mr. Muskett mentioned that the fine collection of music 
in the Huddersfield Library was selected by a board of musicians. Why should 
— have textile societies and scientific societies doing similar work, he 
asked. 

Quite a warm discussion followed Mr. Muskett’s paper. Mr. Parsons 
(Bradford) said it was approaching 20 years since he first talked about nationalisa- 
tion of libraries. Further, he was utterly opposed to payment by results, for 
they had only to stock their libraries with cheap, sloppy, sentimental stuff and 
they would have the places full. 

Several other members expressed their opinions and appreciation regarding 
Mr. Muskett’s address, amongst them being Mr. E. Green (Chief Librarian, 
Halifax), Mr. Proctor (Leeds), Miss Walker (Huddersfield), Mr. Haigh (Halifax), 
and the Hon. Secretary. 

This most enjoyable and instructive meeting closed with hearty votes of 
thanks to the Halifax Libraries Committee, Mr. E. Green and Staff, Mr. Muskett 
and all who had helped to make the meeting a success. 

G. P. Jackson, Hon. Secretary. 


NEW MEMBERS. 

Members.—G. H. G. Clark (Bethnal Green), Margaret A. Cole (Fulham), 
Iona Woodhams (Kent County). 

NortTH-WESTERN Division.—Associates.—Misses E. Blackburn and A. 
Fielding (Blackburn), Misses E. Warick, F. M. Lythgoe and H. Trim (Liver- 
pool). Members.—Miss W. Kirton (Eccles), Miss M. I. Francis, Messrs. H. 
Marsland, C. H. Bennett, J. A. Cartledge (Manchester), T. J. Law (Liverpool), 
W. Shortle, H. H. Howarth (Bolton), Miss B. Hardman (Rochdale), F. Atkinson 
(Warrington). 

Soutu Coast Division.—Ethel Munt, Constance Fleet, Nellie Blood 
(Portsmouth). 

YorksHtrE Division.—Associates.—Miss C. Blewitt (Leeds), J. Briggs, 
H. Lord, Misses M. Cornell, L. Harris, F. Hodgson, A. Hoosen, C. Marsh 
(Halifax). Member.—Mr. A. E. Thompson (Northallerton). 





APPOINTMENTS. 
*CaAMPBELL, Miss M., Brighton Public Library, to be Senior Assistant, 
Oxford Public Library. 
*LeIGHTON, G. F., Bolton Public Libraries, to be a Senior Assistant, 
Middlesborough Public Library. 
* Member, A.A.L 





eel | 


Q2w 


noge ae et el 





Association of Assistant Librarians 


(FOUNDED 1895). 


31st 


ANNUAL REPORT 


1925-26. 


LONDON: 
ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 


1926, 














3ilst ANNUAL REPORT, 1925-26. 


Membership.—The total membership now stands at 917, made 
up as follows :— 

Honorary Fellows, 20; Fellows, 34; Members, 720; Asso- 
ciates, 143. ; 


These figures disclose an increase on the previous record 
of 49. 


Finance.—The total receipts for the year amount to 
£368 19s., being the highest annual figure ever recorded in 
the Association’s history. Subscriptions reached the record 
figure of £225 12s. 9d., while advertisement receipts have in- 
creased as a result of the Council having put into operation a 
new scale of charges. 

The expenditure during the year reached £344 13s. 6d. This 
has been carefully watched by the Council, with the result that 
the balance reported last year has been increased, and £90 6s. Id. 
is now carried forward. This may appear a somewhat large 
amount, but it must be remembered that three months’ expendi- 
ture has to be met before the next subscriptions fall due. 


Benevolent Fund.—This fund has justified its existence during 
the year under report, inasmuch as by its aid the Association has 
been able, for the first time, to stretch forth a helping hand to a 
colleague laid low by sickness; a grant of £10 being forwarded. 

Receipts during the year, mainly profits from the sale of 
** Sequels,’’ has, however, almost covered this disbursement, and 
the balance now stands at £127 6s. 9d. 

Details of the above accounts will be found in the Balance 
Sheet appended. 


Classes for Assistants.—A special Committee appointed 
by the Council in July last was engaged for the best part of the 
past session in collecting information from all the Divisions, and 
upon this information a national scheme of classes was prepared. 
This scheme was adopted by the Council at its full meeting in 
May, and will be put into operation in the autumn. Meanwhile, 
the various Divisions have been continuing the excellent work 
of oral and correspondence tuition which has been one of the out- 
standing features of their activities for many years past. 

During the year Mr. H. A. Sharp and the Honorary Secre- 
tary, on behalf of the Council, have attended several conferences 
convened by the London County Council Education Authority, and 
held at County Hall. Negotiations have proceeded very encour- 
agingly, and there is every hope that in the near future many 
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useful and valuable opportunities will be secured for members 
residing in London, Surrey, Kent and Middlesex. 


Monthly Meetings.—Meetings have been held regularly 
throughout the Session in all parts of the country. A complete 
table of all the meetings is appended hereto. 


Officers and Council.—The close of the year witnesses the 
retirement from the Council of three valued officers. Mr. H. A. 
Sharp vacates the Presidential Chair and ends a 12 years’ con- 
nection with the Council, during which long period he held for 
aine years the position of Honorary Editor. His departure from 
the Council will be a real loss to the Association. Mr. W. H. 
Parker, thanks to his well-deserved promotion to the office of 
Chief Librarian of the Borough of Hackney (upon which we all 
congratulate him most heartily), leaves the Council after 14 years’ 
devoted and valuable service. During that period he passed 
through the Vice-Presidency and Presidency, and, like Mr. 
Sharp, departs with honours thick upon him and the very best 
and grateful thanks of all. The third resignation is that of Mr. 
R. Wright, who, in addition to his services as London member 
of the Council for two years, has for the past session discharged 
the duties of Hon. Education Secretary. To these duties he has 
always brought a zeal, an earnestness and thoroughness which have 
earned him the grateful thanks of the Council. 

At the close of this, his fourth year of office, Mr. R. Cooper, 
the Honorary Treasurer, finds that he is compelled by reason of 
private affairs, to relinquish the Treasurership. The sincerest 
thanks of the Association are due to Mr. Cooper for the services he 
has given the Association. It can be stated in all faithfulness 
that the Association has never possessed a more painstaking, 
thorough and conscientious officer; one who did all for the Asso- 
ciation’s good and nothing for his own self-glory. He leaves his 
office with the happy satisfaction that the finances are in a sound 
and healthy condition, but at the same time leaving the Associa- 
tion in debt—in debt to himself. 

In April, Mr. R. W. Parsons, upon his promotion to the 
Deputy Librarianship of the City of Bradford (upon which, too, all 
most heartily congratulate him), resigned the Vice-Presidency of 
the Association, as he felt that with the additional demands of 
his new appointment he could not devote the time to the affairs 
of the Association that every conscientious President should devote 
without being a mere figure-head. Mr. W. H. Parker and the 
Honorary Secretary continued to serve, in representing the Council, 
on the Joint Consultative Committee of Nalgo. |The Association 
has become affiliated to the newly-formed Association of Special 
Libraries and Information Bureaux, as it considers that 











this Association will prove a most useful and _ influential 
body in the field of Librarianship. Once again the Coun- 
cil takes this opportunity of giving public expression of its 
warmest thanks to Miss O. I. Prince for the ever ready and 
generous way in which her library is always placed at the con- 
venience of the Council for its monthly meetings—a continued 
privilege for which the Council records its deepest gratitude. 
The Council records with regret the death of Sir John MacAlister, 
one of the Honorary Fellows of the Association and one of its 
staunchest friends since its foundation. At the same time it desires 
to place on record its warmest gratitude for all that Sir John 
MacAlister did in the interests of assistants. 


Social Events.—These have been successful features of the 
Association’s work, both in the Provinces and in London. Two 
dances were held in London; one at the Islington Central Library 
in October, and the other at the Battersea Town Hall in February. 
It is gratifying to report that so far from any financial loss being 
incurred (as previously experienced), a profit of over £5 resulted, 
and was added to the funds of the Association. This most de- 
sirable result was due in a great measure to the efforts and 
enthusiasm of Mr. R. Wright, the Honorary Education Secretary. 
In May the first country ramble, in connection with the London 
members, was undertaken and proved a very successful and enjoy- 
able affair. To Mr. W. T. Creed is chiefly due the success of this 
event, for he it was who brought the suggestion from his experi- 
ences with the Midland Division and carried out the necessary 
arrangements. 


Library Association.—Mr. G. P. Jones, the Honorary Secre- 
tary, was again elected to the Council and appointed to serve on 
the Membership, Finance, Education and Publicity Committees. 
Of the first-named Committee he was, for the third year in suc- 
cession, elected the Chairman. In July, Mr. H. A. Sharp was 
re-elected to the Education Committee to represent the interest of 
your Association. In January, after two years’ negotiations with 
the University of London School of Librarianship Committee, and 
through the Library Association’s sympathetic co-operation, your 
Council was allotted one of the eight seats on the School of 
Librarianship Committee annually granted to the Library Associa- 
tion. Mr. F. E. Sandry was unanimously selected by your 
Council to be its representative on the School of Librarianship 
Committee. At the Annual Conference of the Library Asso- 
ciation, held in Birmingham last September, the Honorary 
Secretary attended as the official representative of the 
Association of Assistant Librarians. During the year repre- 
sentations, in the name of the Western Section of South 
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Coast Division and of the whole Association, were made to 
the Library Association Education Committee to reduce the fees 
charged for their correspondence classes. These representations 
although fully considered were not granted. 


Government Committee on Public Libraries.—The represen- 
tatives chosen by the Council (Miss G. Rees, Messrs. I. Briggs, 
R. W. Parsons, F. E. Sandry, H. A. Sharp, and the Honorary 
Secretary) attended before the Committee on June 23rd and gave 
evidence on behalf of the Association. The deputation was very 
courteously received, and a careful and sympathetic hearing given 
to its evidence. 

Association Library.—Miss E. Lucas, who had been re-elected 
Honorary Librarian in July, resigned that post in September, 
when she left the profession. For the services given to the 
Association the Council offers Miss E. Lucas (now Mrs. Shepherd) 
its best and most grateful thanks. Miss S. Toms, another mem- 
ber of the Islington Libraries Staff, very kindly offered to take 
over the duties of the office. This offer was gratefully accepted, 
and Miss Toms has carried on the traditions of her predecessors 
since Miss Lucas’s retirement. The collection has been largely 
augmented during the past year and kept thoroughly up to date, 
and, as far as possible, equal to the increasing demands made 
upon it. Once again the Council wishes to record to Mr. W. J. 
Harris (Chief Librarian of Islington) its very warmest thanks for 
his valuable co-operation in continuing to provide the home for 
our collection in his central library. 

‘** The Library Assistant ’’ has appeared regularly throughout 
the past year. The papers appearing in its pages have, we think, 
reached a very high standard. In addition, we are glad to note a 
welcome increase in papers dealing with the literary rather than 
the technical side of our profession. 

The thanks of the Council are due to all who have assisted in 
the production and distribution of the Journal ; to Mr. J. E. Walker, 
of Fulham Public Libraries, for storing the files of back numbers, 
and to Miss Johnson (Fulham), who has the files in her charge. 


** Sequels.’’—The first edition of this extremely useful work 
was exhausted in April last, and the financial result of this venture 
was an addition of £80 to the monies of the Benevolent Fund. 
For this most satisfactory result the grateful thanks of the Asso- 
ciation are due to Mr. T. Aldred, for his generous gift of the 
work in the first instance, and to Mr. G. F. Vale for the able, 
untiring and enthusiastic manner in which he has carried out the 
combined duties of advertising agent, sales manager and distri- 
bution agent. It is hoped in the near future to produce a new 
and revised edition. 
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Promotions.—These are always pleasant to record, and more 
so when those who have been translated to chiefship have merited 
as well as received their promotion. Besides that of Mr. W. H. 
Parker, already noted, Mr. W. Threlfall, late Hon. Secretary of the 
North-Western Division, has been appointed Librarian of Stret- 
ford, Mr. W. H. Smettem, for many years an active officer of the 
North-Eastern Division, has received the Librarianship of Chester- 
field, and Mr. F. J. Boardman, a most enthusiastic member of the 
Association, has been elected Librarian of Rotherham. 


The Future.—Following the custom of previous years, this 
Report must contain some reference to the future, of the pro- 
fession in general, and of the Association in particular. In con- 
nection with the first, we await with eagerness the pronouncements 
of the recent Government Committee on Libraries, but let these 
be what they may, we are confident that the sun shines high in the 
heavens on librarianship and those who practise it, the present 
passing phase of stringent economy notwithstanding. The 
standard of the papers read at our recent meetings—as well as of 
the subsequent discussions—indicates clearly that many of our 
members are fully alive to the higher demands that are to be made 
upon them, and are eager to respond. We can only hope that the 
large number of assistants who still remain outside our ranks are 
equally sensible of them. 

The Council has had under consideration the question of 
becoming merged into one great professional body. There 
are distinct points for and against such an event, but of 
one thing we are confident, and that is, that the younger and virile 
members of the A.A.L. will not be content to sink their identity 
in a subordinate grade of any Association in which their sole privi- 
lege will be to pay an annual subscription. In conclusion, we can 
say that there never was a time in the Association’s history when 
it was more widely recognised as a force to be considered, a fact 
evidenced by the large number of bodies that have thought it 
worth while to solicit the Association’s views on all kinds of 
matters during the past year. 


Signed on behalf of the Council, 


Henry A.SHarp, President. 
GuRNER P. Jones, Honorary Secretary. 


May 19th, 1926. 
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ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 
LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Honorary Fellows. 


W. J. Bennett, Tottenham. 

W. Geo. Chambers. 

S.J. Clarke, Penge. 

J. F. Hogg, Battersea. 

F. W. T. Lange. 

Eugéne Morel, Bibliothéque National, Paris. 

Henry Ogle, Ipswich. 

Paul Otlet, Institut International de Bibliographie, Brussels. 
R. A. Peddie. 

H. R. Purnell, Public Library of South Australia, Adelaide. 
E. G. Rees. 

F. M. Roberts, Stepney. 

H. D. Roberts, M.B.E., Brighton. 

Geo. E. Roebuck, Walthamstow. 

W. C. Berwick Sayers, Croydon. 

Hugh Smith, Bishopsgate Institute. 

H. Tapley Soper, F.R.Hist.S., Exeter. 

Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., Bolton. 

W. B. Thorne, Poplar. 


Fellows, Members and Associates. 





Adey, F. C., Chelsea. 
Allen, Miss N. G., Newark. 


Anderson, Miss E. G., Bethnal Green. 


Andrews, Miss E. D., Wood Green. 

Appleby, Miss P., Richmond. 

Austing, A. T., Wood Green. 

Bailey, J., Watford. 

Bailey, V., Oxford and Cambridge 
Club. 

Baker, A. E., Taunton. 

Barnes, C., Lewisham. 

Barnes, Miss E., Battersea. 

Bateman, R. P., Tottenham. 

Batt, Miss V. E., West Ham. 

Baxter, Miss M., Fulham. 


Beagley, S. G., North Riding, Y’shire. 


Beall, Miss D. M., Wood Green. 

Beattie, Miss M., Kingston. 

Bennett, G., Hampstead. 

Bennett, Miss L., Islington. 

Bennett, P. W., Croydon. 

Biddle, Miss C., Woolwich. 

Biffen, N. W., Stepney. 

Bishop, W. J., Royal College of Phy- 
sicians. 





Blackall, R. A., University College. 


‘ Blackman, H., Bethnal Green. 


Blackmore, C., Stoke Newington. 

Blackwell, P. E., Glasgow. 

Blakey, A. A., Bermondsey. 

Bogdin, F., Stepney. 

Bolton, G. R., Watford. 

Bonner, F. H., Croydon. 

Bowley, Miss R., St. Marylebone. 

Bowman, Miss E., Islington. 

Boxall, C. G., Kensington. 

Bradley, C. A., Glasgow. 

Bridge, W. R., Battersea. 

Briscoe, W. A., Nottingham. 

Broughton, Miss E., Chiswick. 

Brown, Miss L. M., Hackney. 

Brown, T. R., Glasgow. 

Browning, Miss R. H., Stoke Newing- 
ton. 

Bullen, R. F., Poplar. 

Bunce, F. M., Reading. 

Burden, Miss L. M., Bethnal Green. 

Burgess, S. W., West Ham. 

Bussey, F. T., Hackney 

Butcher, L. G., Canterbury. 











Caistor, H. C., Gainsborough. 

Campbell, Miss C. M., Govan. 

Camplin, Miss E., Hackney. 

Carnell, Miss E. J., Exeter. 

Carr, Miss L. M., Croydon. 

Carter, Miss P. G., Islington. 

Carter, W. A., Cripplegate Institu- 
tion. 

Caselton, O. G., Kensington. 

Chadwick, Miss A. B., Leyton. 

Clare, P., Bermondsey. 

Clinch, C. H., Ealing. 

Cockcroft, Miss F. B., Watford. 

Cohen, Miss M., West Ham. 

Coltman, W. L., Battersea. 

Cooper, E. J., Wandsworth. 

Cooper, R., Battersea. 

Corbee, Miss P., St. Marylebone. 

Cowley, J. D., Lancashire County. 

Craft, A. G., Willesden. 

Crawford, N., Dundee. 

Creed, W. T., Fulham. 

Crook, B., Leyton. 

Cross, H., Croydon. 

Cummins, A. E., Chemical Society. 

Dallimore, F., Darlington. 

Davison, C. E., Bermondsey. 

Dawe, A. S., Richmond. 

Dawson, Miss E., Central Library for 
Students. 

Day, Miss E. H., Fulham. 

Day, Miss M. E., Islington. 

De Montmorency, Miss F. E., Dept- 
ford. 

Dent, Miss E., St. Marylebone. 

Diamond, Miss E., Ilford. 

Dibben, Miss L. B., Library of Minis- 
try of Labour. 

Dinsdale, Miss E. L., Islington. 

Dodd, E. C., Hornsey. 

Dowse, Miss L., Hackney. 

Drake, H. J., West Ham. 

Durham, G. W., West Ham. 

East, Miss L., Islington. 

Eburne, H., Sion College. 

Elliott, H., Dorset County. 

Enderby, W., Grimsby. 

Engall, F. S., Fulham. 

Errington, Miss W., Fulham. 

Everard, A. W., Hammersmith. 

Exley, Miss E. M., St. Marylebone. 

Fairman, Miss R., Margate. 

Fairweather, Miss L., Kingston. 

Fellows, H. A., Tottenham. 

Fergusson, Miss S. F., Worcester 
Rural Library. 

Fife, C. R., Southwark. 

Fletcher, E. G., Stepney. 











Foskett, C. G., Stoke Newington. 
Fowden, Miss G., Woolwich. 
Fowler, Miss S., Southend. 
Gamester, R., West Ham. 
Garner, E. W., Southwark. 
Gaskin, G. F., Walthamstow. 
Getty, J., Belfast. 
Gilbert, Miss M., Chiswick. 
Gilliam, J. W., Croydon. 
Gladwell, F. T., Battersea. 
Goringe, Miss R., Richmond. 
Gourley, R. J., Belfast. 
Graham-Earl, Miss P., Richmond. 
Grant, Miss I. B., Southend. 
Gray, H. G., Stepney. 
Groom, W. F., Croydon. 
Gummer, Miss M. 
Gusterson, W. C., Willesden. 
Hahn, W. J. A., Camberwell. 
Haines, Miss H. B., Wood Green. 
Haley, Miss I. D., Croydon. 
Hall, Miss M., Hackney. 
Hall, Miss W., Hackney. 
Hamilton, Miss E., Camberwell. 
Harman, Miss M., Rugby. 
Harris, C. A., Deptford. 
Harris, Miss M., Bethnal Green. 
Harrod, L. M., Wimbledon. ys" 
Harwood, Miss L., Central Library for 
Students. 
Hastings, Miss A. W., Battersea. 
Haultain, Miss E. T. A., Kingston. 
Hayes, Miss C. A., Croydon. 
Hayler, Miss E. G., Croydon. 
Hazard, Mrs. G., Croydon. 
Higgs, R. W., Southend. 
Hill, Miss E. M., Lincoln. 
Hill, W. J., Woolwich. 
Hobbiss, Miss G. M., Southend. 
Hobly, W. J., Chelsea. 
Hodges, M. L., Hanwell. 
Holdway, Miss D. M., Enfield. 
Homewood, Miss B. E., Croydon. 
Houghton, S. A., Lewisham. 
Hounsome, J., West Ham. 
Howard, J. G., Walthamstow. 
Howell, W. A., Poplar. 
Hunt, K. G., B.A., Tottenham. 
Hynes, W., Willesden. 
Ingram, Miss F., Woolwich. 
Jackson, C. P., Royal Colonial Insti- 


tute. 
Jeficott, E. J. N., St. Pancras. 
Jefferson, Miss M., Hackney. 
Jenkins, Miss D. H., Hackney. 
Jenn, A. H., Lambeth. 
Jerrard, P. R., Bethnal Green. 
Johnson, A. L., Stepney. 











Johnson, Miss L. A., Fulham. 

Johnston, J. W., Walthamstow. 

Jones, Miss A., Islington. 

Jones, B., St. Pancras. 

Jones, C. H., Hackney. 

Jones, G. P., B.A., Stepney. 
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Brookfield, C. J., Sheffield. 
Brown, Miss H., Leeds. 
Bruce, Miss E., Huddersfield. 
Bryant, S. M., York. 

Burton, Miss E. M., Bradford. 
Butterfield, J. A., Bradford. 
Calan, Miss M., Leeds. 
Clayton, Miss A., Leeds. 
Coates, Miss B., Leeds. 
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Coe, F., Halifax. 

Cooper, Miss E., Leeds. 
Cranshaw, J., Sheffield. 
Dawes, Miss M., Bradford. 
Dawson, Miss A., Bradford. 
Dean, Miss W., Ilkley. 
Dennison, Miss L. A., Leeds. 
Doherty, R., York. 

Dyson, Miss E., Bradford. 
Fieldhouse, Miss C., Sheffield. 
Fielding, Miss D. M., Bradford. 
Finney, A., York. 

Firth, A., Brighouse. 

Firth, S. A., Sheffield. 

Fox, R. W., Bradford. 

Gee, H., Huddersfield. 
Godber, Miss W., Sheffield. 
Goulden, H., Huddersfield. 
Green, Miss M., Leeds. 
Greenwood, Miss A. M., Leeds. 
Greenwood, G. S., Bradford. 
Haigh, F., Halifax. 

Haigh, Miss I. M., Bradford. 
Hancock, Miss D., Sheffield. 
Hanson, Miss E. L., York. 
Heap, Miss M., Keighley. 
Heap, Miss R., Huddersfield. 
Hewland, W., Hull. 

Hirst, Miss J., Huddersfield. 
Hummerston, Miss M., Leeds. 
Ince, Miss A., Shipley. 
Jackson, C. H., Sheffield. 
Jackson, G. P., Bradford. 
Jackson, L. C., Sheffield. 
Jacob, Miss M., Leeds. 
Johnson, Miss K., Bradford. 
Joyce, A., Sheffield. 





Kellington, F. W., Sheffield. 
Lamb, J. P., Sheffield. 

Lister, Miss Huddersfield. 
Macdonald, Miss E., Sheffield. 
Macdonald, J., Bradford. 
Maltby, H. J. M., Bradford. 
Marr, H. W., Sheffield. 
Marshall, Miss P. M., Bradford. 


Kellaway, Miss W. M., Sheffield. 
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Mather, Miss D. K., Bradford. 
Miller, Miss E., Huddersfield. 
Millward, Miss E., Rotherham. 
Milner, Miss I., Bradford. 
Mitchell, C., Leeds. 
Moore, H. W., Bradford. 
Muskett, T. W., Huddersfield. 
Nesbitt, Miss M., Bradford. 
Oates, Miss E., York. 
Orford, Miss E. I., Bradford. 
Osborne, T. E., Sheffield. 
Parsons, R. W., Bradford. 
Pilley, Miss C., Sheffield. 
Pitts, Miss D., Bradford. 
Pollard, S. E., Sheffield. 
Proctor, W., Leeds. 
Rasmuss, J. R., Bradford. 
Rhodes, Miss A., Leeds. 
Riley, A., Bradford. 
Robertshaw, E., Bradford. 
Robertshaw, W., Bradford. 
Sagar, Miss A., Keighley. 
Sawyers, Miss M., Bradford. 
Scarth, Miss E., Morley. 
Scott, Miss A., Leeds. 
Seaton, Miss E., Harrogate. 
Senior, C. H., Dewsbury. 
Smettem, W. H. Chesterfield. 
Smith, Miss, Leeds. 
Standhaven, E., Windhill. 
Strother, G. W., Leeds. 
Taylor, A., Sheffield. 
Thompson, A., Ilkley. 
Towler, Miss A., Bradford. 
Treliving, N., Leeds. 
Turnbull, Miss M., Leeds. 
Waggett, Miss E., Bradford. 
Walker, Miss E., Leeds. 
Walker, J. M., Sheffield. 
Walker, Miss M. V., Huddersfield. 
Wallis, Miss A., Leeds. 
White, L., Sheffield. 
Whitmell, Miss F. M., Keighley. 
Wiley, Miss E. M., Bradford. 
Wragg, Miss E. E., West Riding, York 
County. 
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RECORD OF MEETINGS. 
CENTRAL ASSOCIATION. 


October 14th, 1925.—Inaugural Meeting at Chelsea Public 


Library. 

3.30 p.m. ... Ramble conducted by the Borough Librarian, Mr. 
J. H. Quinn, F.L.A. 

7.30 p.m. .... Address: ‘‘ The Judging of Books.”’ 


Speaker: Mr. H. M. Tomlinson, Literary Editor, 
‘* The Weekly Westminster.”’ 
Chairman: Mr. J. H. Quinn. 
November 18th.—At Bethnal Green Public Library. 


7.0 p.m. ... Refreshments by invitation of the Borough 
Librarian, Mr. J. Radcliffe, and his Staff. 
7.30 p.m. .... Address: ‘‘ Criticism.’’ 
Speaker: Mr. F. S. Smith, Chief Assistant at the- 
Library. 


Chairman: Mr. H. A. Sharp, F.L.A., Deputy 
Chief Librarian, Croydon, President of the 


Association. 
December 9th.—At Dr. Williams’ Library, W.C.1. 
7.0 p.m. ... Refreshments by invitation of Mr. S. K. Jones, 


B.A., Librarian, and Mr. Worthington, Secre- 
tary to the Institution. 
7.30 p.m. .... Address: ‘‘ The Public Library as a Social Force.”’ 
Speaker: Mr. W. J. A. Hahn, of Camberwell 
Public Libraries. 
Chairman: Mr. S. K. Jones. 
January 20th, 1926.—At Battersea Polytechnic. 


3.0 p.m. Tour of Lambeth Archiepiscopal Palace and 
Library. 

4.0 p.m. ... Visit to Houses of Parliament. 

6.30 p.m. .... Refreshments at the Polytechnic, by Invitation 
of the Governors, and tour of the Building. 

7.30 p.m. .... Address: ‘‘ The Future of the Library Assistant.’’ 


Speaker: Mr. F. E. Sandry, F.L.A., West 
Ham Public Library. 
Chairman: Mr. H. A. Sharp. 
February 10ih.—At Stoke Newington Public Library. 
7.0 p.m. ... Refreshments by invitation of the Chairman of 
the Libraries Committee, Sir Herbert Ormond. 
7.30 p.m. .... Address: ‘‘ On Readers and Reading.’’ 
Speaker: Mr. S. Kirby, F.L.A., Chief Assistant, 
Chelsea Public Library. 
Chairman: Sir Herbert Ormond. 





VWaiMs 
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March 17th.—At Leighton House, Kensington. 


7.0 p.m. ... Tour of the House, conducted by the Chairman of 
the Libraries Committee, Sir Alfred Rice-Oxley. 
7.30 p.m. .... Address: ‘* Local Collections in London 


Municipal Libraries.’’ 
Speaker: Mr. W. T. Creed, Deputy Librarian, 
Fulham Public Libraries. 
Chairman: Mr. W. Wadley, F.L.A., Chief 
Librarian, Kensington. 
April 2lst.—At Kingston-on-Thames Public Library and Art 


Gallery. 

3.30 p.m. .... Tour of local beauty spots, conducted by the 
Borough Librarian, Mr. B. Carter, F.L.A. 

5.0 p.m. ... Reception by the Mayor of Kingston, and tea in 
the Art Gallery. 

7.0 p.m. ... Address: ‘* Research Work at the Public 


Record Office.’’ 
Speaker: Mr. H. Jenkinson, M.A., F.S.A. 
Chairman: Mr. B. Carter. 
May 26th.—At Reading. 


11 am. ... Visit to Forbury Garden, Abbey Ruins, and 
Messrs. Huntley and Palmer’s Biscuit Factory. 

1.15 p.m. .... Luncheon by kind invitation of His Worship the 
Mayor of Reading (L. G. Sutton, Esq., C.B.E., 
J.P.). 

2.15 p.m. ... Visit to Messrs. Sutton and Sons’ Seed Trial 

Ground. 

4.0 p.m. ... Visit to University of Reading. Tea by kind invi- 
tation of University Authorities. 

5.45 p.m. .... Meeting at the University, which took the — 


of a series of five-minute papers. 
Chairman: Mr. W. H. Greenough, F.L.A., Chief 
Librarian, Reading. 
Highest attendance— 130. 


Junior Section.—A half-hour meeting was held previous to each 
meeting, except the inaugural one. The 
discussion was not always sufficiently animated, 
but the attendance was good, and the papers 
interesting. 


Dances.—-For October Ist, the Islington Public Libraries 
Committee kindly gave the Association the use 
of a Hall, and 96 members attended. This 
number was increased to 130 at the next dance, 
which was held at Battersea Town Hall, on 
February 17th. 
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EASTERN CountTiEs DIVISION. 
April 23rd, 1925.—At Norwich. 


3.0 p.m. ... A preliminary meeting, at which it was decided 
to make application for the formation of the 
Division. 

4.30 p.m. ... Tea by invitation of the City Librarian, Norwich. 


Chairman: Mr. George A. Stephen, F.L.A., City 
Librarian, Norwich. 


May 21st.—At Ipswich. 


3.30 p.m. .... Inspection of the new Central Library. 

4.0 p.m. ... Tea by invitation of the Borough Librarian, 
Ipswich. 

5.0 p.m. .... Addresses by the Vice-President (Mr. H. A. 


Sharp, F.L.A.,) and the Hon. Secretary (Mr. 
Gurner P. Jones, B.A., M.L.A.), of the 
Association. 

Papers on the desirability of the profession being 
served by only one association and one 
periodical, by Miss Ovell and Mr. Callender, 
both of the Ipswich Libraries Staff. 

Chairman: Mr. L. R. McColvin, F.L.A., Borough 
Librarian, Ipswich (Vice-President of the 


Division). 
July 8th.—At Lowestoft. 
3.0 p.m. .... Inspection of the Public Library and Museum. 
4.0 p.m. .... Paper by Miss L. Smith (Norwich), on ‘‘Overalls.’’ 
5.0 p.m. .... Tea by invitation of the Borough Librarian. 


Chairman: Miss K. Durrant, M.L.A., Borough 
Librarian, Lowestoft. 


Pers 4th, 1926.—At Norwich. 


2.30 p.m. Inspection of the Libraries. 

3.30 p.m. .... Business meeting and discussion of the Associa- 
tion’s educational policy. 

4.45 p.m. ... Reception by the Chairman (Alderman Fred 


Henderson, J.P.) and Vice-Chairman (Coun- 
cillor B. H. Barber, J.P.) of the Norwich Public 
Libraries Committee. 

Tea by invitation of the City Librarian, Norwich. 

Lecture (illustrated by lantern slides) on the 
Making of the Modern Book (paper-making, 
printing and bookbinding), by the Hon. 
President of the Division (Mr. George A. 
Stephen, F.L.A.). 

Chairman: The Hon. President of the Division. 
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19 


MIDLAND DIVvISsION. 
October 7th, 1925.—At Birmingham. 
5.15 p.m. ... Tea at the Council House Canteen. 
6.0 p.m. .... Annual Meeting at the Reference Library. 
Papers: ‘‘ The Reference Library from a junior 
assistant’s point of view,’’ by Miss C. Dallison 
(Birmingham). 
‘* The Lending Library from a junior assistant’s 
point of view,’’ by Miss B. M. Cowdy 
(Birmingham). 
Chairman: Mr. G. L. Burton. 
November 18th.—At Birmingham. 
5.30 p.m. .... Tea at the Council House Canteen. 
6.30 p.m. ... Meeting at the Reference Library. 
Debate on ‘‘ Specialisation—Is it worth while?’’ 
Speakers: Mr. W. Dunsby (Birmingham), Mr. 
F. J. Patrick (Birmingham), Mr. E. A. Ward 
(Coventry), Mr. L. Chubb (Birmingham). 
Chairman: Mr. G. L. Burton. 
January 20th, 1926.—At West Bromwich. 





3.0 p.m. ... Visit to the factory of Messrs Kenrick and 
Jefferson, Ltd., business equippers. 

5.0 p.m. .... Tea at local café. 

6.0 p.m. .... Meeting at the Central Library. 


Presidential Address: ‘‘The Value of Association,”’ 
by Mr. G. L. Burton. 
February 25th.—At Birmingham. 
5.30 p.m. .... Tea at the Council House Canteen. 
6.30 p.m. ... Meeting at the Reference Library. 
Third Annual magazine evening. Twelve members 
contributed brief articles. 
Chairman: Mr. H. Woodbine. 
March 26th.—At Birmingham. 


2.45 p.m. .... Visit to the Paper Mill of Messrs. Smith, Stone 
and Knight, Ltd. 
6.30 p.m. .... Meeting at the Reference Library. 


Subject : ‘*‘ The Work of the A.A.L.”’ 
Speakers: Mr. G. L. Burton and Mr. H. Sargeant. 
Chairman: Mr. G. L. Burton. 

April 21st.—At Nuneaton. 


2.30 p.m. .... Ramble through the Nuneaton part of the ‘‘ George 
Eliot ’’ country. 

5.0 p.m. ... Tea at local café. 

6.0 p.m. ... Meeting at 4 and 6, Queen’s Road. 


Papers: ‘‘ Life and Work of George Eliot,’’ by 
Miss M. G. Baker (Birmingham). 
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‘* Some characters and scenes from George Eliot,"’ 
by Mr. H. Sargeant (Coventry). 

Chairman: Mr. G. L. Burton. 

Average attendance 24. 


SociaL ACTIVITIES. 


September 23rd, 1925.—Dance at Queen’s College, Birmingham. 
Attendance 70. 

December 30th, 1925.—Christmas Party at Shakespeare Rooms, 
Birmingham. Attendance 65. 

January 10th, 1926.—Dance at Vestry Hall, Birmingham. Attend- 
ance 70. 


NortTH-East DIVISION. 


June 17th, 1925.—At Durham. 
The afternoon was spent at the Shire Hall, where 
the County Library is housed. Alderman Smith, 
Chairman of the Library Committee, welcomed 
the visitors; and Mr. Barton Eckett, County 
Librarian, described the working of the system. 
After tea, a visit was made to the Durham Univer- 
sity Observatory, where Mr. Frank Sargent, 
University Observer, delighted the members 
with his explanations. 
November 4th, 1925.—At Tynemouth. 
During the afternoon a visit was made to Smith’s 
Dock. Councillor Dennison acted as guide to 


the party. 

5.0 p.m. .... Tea by invitation of Robert Davidson, Chairman 
of the Library Committee. 

6.30 p.m. .... Meeting in Town Hall. 


A Report on the Educational Scheme of the Divi- 

sion was discussed, and the scheme endorsed. 

Debate on ‘‘ The Right of Equal Pay for Equal 
Qualifications for Men and Women in Library 
Service.’’ Affirmative, Miss L. Green; nega- 
tive, Mr. E. Patterson. 

February 10th, 1926.—At Newcastle. 

In the afternoon, by kind invitation of the Editor, 
Mr. Polson, and the Works Manager, Mr. 
Parsons, members were shown over the premises 
of the ‘*‘ North Mail and Newcastle Chronicle.’’ 


5.0 p.m. ... Tea provided by the Newcastle Public Libraries 
staff. 
7.0 p.m. ... In the Medical Library, Royal Victoria Infirmary. 


Annual address by the Chairman of the Division. 





Weim 
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Speaker: Mr. W. H. Smettem, Sunderland 
Public Libraries. 
Business Meeting. 
NORTH-WESTERN Division. 
October 7th, 1925.—Annual meeting at Liverpool. 


2.30 p.m. .... Motor omnibus conveyed members to Messrs. C. 
Tinling and Sons, Ltd., printing works at 
Prescot. 

5.0 p.m. .... Tea at Derby Arms, Halewood, by kind invitation 
of the Liverpool Branch. 

6.30 p.m. .... Meeting in the Hornby Library, Liverpool Re- 


ference Library. 
Presidential address, ‘‘ The Librarian’s Need: 
Courage.’ Speaker: Mr. W. A. Phillips, 
Liverpool Public Libraries. 
December 16th.—Meeting at Eccles Public Library. 
In the afternoon the party visited the cotton mill 
of the Eccles Spinning and Manufacturing Co., 


Ltd. 

5.0 p.m. ... Tea by kind invitation of the Eccles Public Library 
Committee. 

6.30 p.m. .... Meeting in the Council Chamber, Town Hall. 


Address, ‘‘ Manchester’s Special Collections and 
Libraries. Speaker: Mr. A. E. Dillon, Man- 
chester Public Libraries. 
February 17th, 1926.—Meeting at Warrington Public Library. 
In the afternoon a visit was paid to the Warring- 
ton Academy, one of our oldest Nonconformist 


colleges. 

5.0 p.m. ... Tea by kind invitation of the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman of the Libraries Committee. 

6.30 p.m. .... Meeting in the Council Chamber, Town Hall. 


Address, ‘‘ Inter-Library Relations.’’ Speaker: 
Mr. R. Howarth, Warrington Public Libraries. 
April 21st.—Visit to Port Sunlight and Bebington. 


3.0. p.m. ... Visit to the works of Messrs. Lever Bros., Soap 
Manufacturers, Port Sunlight. 

4.30 p.m. .... Tea at Gladstone Hall, Port Sunlight. 

6.0 p.m. ... Meeting at the Mayer Library and Museum, 


Bebington. Address, ‘‘ The Mayer Library.” 
Speaker: Mr. J. Harding, Librarian, Mayer 
Library. 
Liverpool and District Branch. 

November 27th, 1925.—Scotland Road Juvenile Library, Liver- 
pool. 











A discussion on ‘* Public Library Work with Chil- 
dren,’’ introduced by the Misses E. Stubbs and 
E. G. Shepherd and Mr. J. J. O’Donnell, 
Headmaster of a local school. A paper by Mr. 
G. T. Shaw, M.A., on ‘‘ Children’s Libraries 
and Wireless,’’ was read by Mr. E. C. Wickens. 
Attendance, 25. 

March 9th, 1926.—Waterloo Public Library. 

Short papers on ‘‘ What I Think of My Profes- 
sion,’’ by twelve of the younger members. 

Attendance, 55. 


Social Activities. 


November 6th, 1925.—Theatre evening. Empire Theatre: ‘‘ St. 
Joan.’’ Attendance, 40. 

December 18th, 1925.—Christmas Social at the Reference Library, 
Liverpool. Attendance, 67. 

January 15th, 1926.—Theatre evening. Playhouse: ‘‘ The Wind- 
mill Man.’’ Attendance, 30. 

March 12th, 1926.—Theatre evening. Empire Theatre: ‘‘Chauve- 
Souris.’’ Attendance, 35. 


SoutH Coast Division. 


July 3rd, 1925.—Annual Meeting at Chichester. 

3.15 p.m. Visit to the Cathedral. Party conducted round 
Cathedral Library by Prebendary Teesdale. 

4.30 p.m. .... Tea at the Dolphin and Anchor Hotel. 

5.30 p.m. ... Committee Meeting. 

6.0 p.m. ... General Business Meeting. Chairman, Mr. Arthur 
Webb, Brighton. 


Eastern Section. 
October 21st.—At Public Library, Brighton. 


4.15 p.m. .... Tea by kind invitation of Brighton Staff (at the 
Pavilion Creamery). 


5.0 p.m. .... Committee Meeting. 

6.0 p.m. .... Magazine evening. Chairman: Mr. E. Male, 
Brighton. 

January 20th, 1926.—At Public Library, Worthing. 

4.0 p.m. .... Committee Meeting. 

5.0 p.m. .... Tea at Mitchell’s Restaurant. 

6.0 p.m. ... Address, ‘‘ By-Products of Literature.’’ Speaker : 


Mr. John Oxenham. Chairman: Miss Marian 
Frost, F.L.A., Chief Librarian, Worthing. 
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April 16th.—At Eastbourne Public Library. 

4.0 p.m. ... Committee Meeting. 

5.0 p.m. .... Tea at Gilbert’s Oak Tree Rooms. 

6.0 p.m. .... Lantern lecture on G. B. Shaw’s ‘* St. Joan.”’ 


Speaker: Mr. G. Pass, B.A. Chairman: 
Alderman J. Easter, Vice-Chairman of the East- 
bourne Public Libraries Committee. 


Western Section. 


October 14th, 1925.—At Bournemouth Public Library. 


3.0 p.m. ... Address, *‘ Reading and the Personal Element.”’ 
Speaker: Mr. F. J. Cooper, Portsmouth. 

4.30 p.m. ... Visit to publishing offices of *‘ Bournemouth Daily 
Echo.”’ 

5.30 p.m. .... Tea, by kind invitation of the Bournemouth Public 


Libraries Committee. Chairman: Mr. J. Riddle, 
Chief Librarian, Bournemouth. 


February 18th, 1926.—At Winchester Public Library. 


3.0 p.m. Visit to Winchester College. 

5.0 p.m. .... Tea by kind invitation of the Winchester Staff. 

6.0 p.m. .... Address, ‘‘Are News Rooms Necessary? ”’ 
Speaker: Miss G. M. Kemish, Winchester. 

Chairman: Mr. F. W. C. Pepper, Librarian, Win- 

chester. 

May 20th.—At Southampton Public Library. 

2.0 p.m. ... Visit to the Docks and to the s.s. ‘‘ Berengaria.’’ 

5.30 p.m. ... Tea at the Bungalow Café by kind invitation of the 
Southampton staff. 

6.30 p.m. .... Address: ‘‘ Can the Public Library be Made of 


Greater Service to the Community? ”’ 
Speaker: H. F. Mourant, Southampton. 


YORKSHIRE DIVISION. 





November 18th, 1925.—At Manchester. 

Visit to John Ryland’s Library, address by Dr. 
Guppy, on John Ryland’s Library and some of 
its treasures. 

Joint meeting of the Division with the members of 
the Manchester Library Fellowship at Crumpsall 
Branch. 

Address by Mr. L. S. Jast, Chief Librarian, 
Manchester Public Libraries, on the ‘* Present 
Position and the Immediate Future.’’ 








24 


' January 27th, 1926.—-Annual Meeting at Leeds Town Hall. 
Address by Mrs. Coun. Blanche Leigh, entitled 
** Sentiment.’’ Chair taken by Mr. T. W. 
Hand, Chief Librarian, Leeds. The remainder 
of the evening was of the social order. 


March 24th.—Inaugural Meeting at Ilkley. 

A discussion was opened by Miss E. F. Wragg 
(Educational Representative of the Yorkshire 
Division) entitled the ‘* Education of our 
Assistants.’’ The purpose of this address was 
to discuss the proposed commencement of oral 
classes for assistants preparing for examinations. 
The evening was devoted to discussing ways and 
means of improving the Division. 


. OFFICERS AND COUNCIL: REGISTER OF 


ATTEN DANCES. 

‘ Bullen, R. F., summoned to 20 meetings, attended 16 meetings. 
Bussey, F. T. si 20 ss - 14 “ 
Cooper, R. 22 “ me 20 a 
Cross, H. a 22 a Pf 19 ie 
Exley, Miss E. M. _,, 22 eA 16 si 
Fairweather, Miss L. ,, 20 ms ss 16 " 
Jones, G. P. mt 22 a ee 19 m 
Parker, W. H. ES 20 me me 16 = 
Rees, Miss G. am 20 a be 16 es 
Sandry, F. E. % 22 = ee 22 a 
Sharp, H. A. ‘a 22 oa MA 17 i 
Smith, R. D. H. ot 22 i = 22 ee 
Vale, G. F. 20 = ‘<a 20 mm 
Wright, R. = 22 5a 22 i 


No record kept of attendances of members residing over 20 
miles from London. 
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